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The first recorded movement to attempt to make the General
Assembly Library a depository was started in 1894 when the
Librarian in his report urged the advisability of requiring the
delivery of copies of new publications to the Library. The present
Chief Librarian of the Library contributed a most interesting
historical note on the subject in the Proceedings and Papers of the
Sixth Conference of Representatives of the Libraries Association
of New Zealand, which was held at Christchurch on the 8th and
9th of February, 1928. He states that a Bill was introduced in
1895 in the House of Representatives requiring the deposit of
two free copies, but the Committee modestly considered that one
copy was sufficient. Nothing came of this Bill, however, and the
matter was left in abeyance until 1903, when the suggestion was
again made that two copies of all books published in New Zea-
land should be sent to the General Assembly Library. The final
result was that the General Assembly Library Bill was introduc-
ed, and this passed without difficulty both the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Legislative Council. The title to the Bill was
"An Act to provide for the Delivery to the Library of the General
Assembly of Books published in New Zealand." The Act1 was
passed on 30 October 1903, and consisted of two sections only as
follow:
1. The short title of this Act is "The General Assembly Act, 1903."
2(1). The publisher of every book first published in New Zealand,
or re-published in New Zealand, shall, not later than one month after
the publication, deliver or cause to be delivered, at his own expense,
two copies of the book to the Librarian or other officer of the General
Assembly Library at Wellington, who shall give a receipt in writing for
the same.
(2). The copies so delivered shall be copies of the whole book, with
all maps and illustrations belonging thereto, finished and coloured in
the same manner as the best copies of the book are published, and shall
be bound, sewed, or stitched together, and on the best paper on which
the book is printed.
(3). Every publisher who fails to comply with this section is liable
to a fine not exceeding five pounds and the value of the book, and such
fine shall be paid to the credit of the official account of the General
Assembly Library.
(4). For the purposes of this Act "book" includes every volume of
letterpress, part or division of a volume, pamphlet, maps, charts, or
1 3 Edw. VII, No. 23.